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within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authonty. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 

|X] as suggested by the applicant. □ None of the figures. 

[ I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

] I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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A process for the catalytic oxidation of a hydrocarbonaceous fuel (1) into a 
conversion product, wherein a feed mixture comprising the fuel and an oxyden- 
containing gas (2) is contacted with a catalyst bed (3), which process further 
comprises the steps of : 

(a) setting the flow rate of the fuel and flow rate of the oxygen-containing 
gas, preferably in accordance with the demand of conversion product and a pre- 
determined value of the oxygen/carbon ratio in the feed mixture; 

(b) determining the actual temperature (10) of the upstream surface of the 
catalyst bed by means of a quick response device; 

(c) generating an output signal (13) that is a function of the difference 
between the actual temperature and a set point for the temperature; and 

(d) using the output signal to adjust the flow rate of the fuel (6) and/or of 
the oxygen-containing (7) gas, preferably the flow rate of the fuel. 
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